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among the Chaldeans and the magicians of Persia
and Assyria; but they acted by the mere force of
their wisdom and learning, viz., the study of nature;
and when that failed them, they acknowledged they
had no other power, and could go no further.

Now, as I said before, having passed through the
best of the art, and the first and only honest part of
the practice, it follows, that we consider the subse-
quent progressions of the people called magicians,
what they have been understood to be, what they
now are in the world, and what we are to under-
stand by the word when we say magic, or a magi-
cian ; and this is,

First, A juggler, or shower of tricks by legerde-
main and sleight of hand; which I call only a sham
magic, and which the world has been indeed de-
luded with for many ages.

Secondly, A real sorcerer or wizard, that deals
with the Devil, who converses familiarly with the
old gentleman, has him at his call, fetches him,
sends him of errands, raises him, lays him, uses
Mm, upon all occasions and in all disguises, as he
finds occasion.

That there have been such as these in the world,
must be true, or history must be one universal le-
gend of lies, and we must have been deluded and
imposed upon by all the writers and register-keepers
that ever have been, were, or are in being; nay,
even the sacred writings confirm it, and therefore,
with the pardon of all our modern unbelievers, who
deny there is such a thing as a devil or evil spirit
in being, either in the world or out of it, I say with
their good leave, I must take it for granted.

Now though I could bring many examples among
the moderns, where it is most certain that some
walking gentlemen among us, who have looked as
if they had nothing in them more than other people,
have really been a cage of devils, and as the text